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Annual Meeting of  
Congregation Set 

It’s time for our annual meeting 
of the Congregation, which Ses-
sion has called for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 18th after worship. 

We will receive reports of 
Friendship’s year 2017 from 
Pastor Shawna, Treasurer 
Sloane Gould, Clerk Kathleen 
Stear, Board of Deacons, and 
our various groups and activi-
ties within the church. 

If you have a report to add to 
the Annual Report, please sub-
mit it to Kasey Trouba at 
fpcchicago@gmail.com  by Feb-
ruary 12th.  

We are currently updating our 
members & friends directory as 
well, so if your personal contact 
information has changed, 
please forward that information 
to Kasey. 

As is tradition, we will celebrate 
with a potluck lunch. Plan to 
join us and bring a dish to 
share!  
                          —Emily Sutton 

FRIENDSHIP  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Mission:  Building relation-
ships that transform lives  
and glorify God. 
Join us for Worship:  
Sundays at 10:00  a.m.  
at the Norwood Park Metra 
Station, 6088 N. Northwest 
Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631

The Lenten Season invites us into a space of self-reflection 
and truth-telling. In the Christian Tradition we call this re-
pentance – telling the truth about where we’ve fallen short, 
lost our way, or missed the mark and then re-turning again 
to face God. 

This Lenten Season we’re going to wrestle with the reality 
that the path to God is neither simple nor linear. It’s often 
disorienting, disruptive and circular, but with each new dis-
covery, with each encounter of God in ourselves and one 
another, we find our way. 

Lent is meant to disrupt our senses and our lives in such a 
way that we are disoriented, so that we ask curious ques-
tions and make new discoveries until we find our way into 
God’s new reality. 

Our season begins with Ash!Wednesday!on!February 14th. 
The Station will be open all day for Ashes-To-Go and we will 
gather for a contemplative service and communion at 7:00 
pm.!On the five Sundays of Lent beginning!February 
18th!we will follow Jesus’ journey towards the cross in the 
Gospel of John, looking for the stories of disruption and 
disorientation and we will also come to the table, to ground 
ourselves in the celebration of communion each week of 
Lent. 

Our midweek gatherings on Wednesdays will explore the “I 
am” sayings of Jesus found in the Gospel of John through a 
variety of spiritual practices drawing on all of our senses. 

Holy Week will begin with Palm!Sunday and our own sto -
ries of disruption, then we will gather for a Maundy!Thurs -
day!Meal and prayers in the Garden and for a Service of 
Prayer and Meditation on Good!Friday.  

And on Easter!Sunday!we will celebrate the new and an -
cient discoveries we make as a Resurrection People!  
 
                                    (continued on page 4)
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But sometimes we find  
ourselves asking,  

"Where is God?” 
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Friendship Elects  
Ruling Elders and  
Deacons for 2018 

On Sunday, January 8th, the 
Friendship congregation 
elected Teresa Groat and 
Chris Cahill as Ruling Elders 
on Session, and Jo Kujawinski 
and Joan Fisher as Deacons. 
All will serve three year 
terms. 

A 2018 Nominating Commit-
tee was elected: Mark Rinnan, 
Megan Keller, and Stephen 
Davis. 

A combined Session & Dea-
cons training meeting was 
held on Saturday, January 
20th, followed by separate 
meetings of each group. The 
Book of Order roles for Rul-
ing Elders and Deacons were 
reviewed as well as leadership 
roles and responsibilities 
within Friendship. 

Session appointed Kathleen 
Stear Clerk of Session and 
Commissioner to Presbytery, 
and Sloane Gould Treasurer.  
      —Emily Sutton 

Our Lunch & Learn discus-
sion series launched a year 
ago and has been enthusi-
astically received.  

We have gathered monthly 
after worship, shared lunch 

and learned something about issues that impact us and our 
communities.  

We’ve collected information and resources, invited speakers 
to share different perspectives, viewed videos, asked ques-
tions, and discussed our thoughts and concerns. 

Some of the subjects we’ve tackled are: Affordable Housing, 
Inclusivity, Race and Racism, and Immigration and Refugees.  

Out of our Lunch & Learn sessions and discussions, we’ve 
discerned a need to delve deeper into these issues that over-
lap and in many cases are tied together. The newly formed 
Racial Justice Study & Action group meets monthly on the 
third Sunday of the month. We have undertaken the reading 
of “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s 
Great Migration” by Isabel Wilkerson. Discussion has started 
and will continue at the next meeting in March. 

We are hopeful that our next First Friday film, on Friday 
evening, March 2nd, at 7:00 p.m. will be the movie “Mud-
bound”, a story of racism and well-kept secrets. Set on a 
desolate farm in the Mississippi Delta at the end of World 
War II, the story explores the complex relations between two 
families: the owners of the land, and the sharecroppers who 
live and work on it. This movie ties in with our current 
Racial Justice Study & Action subject. 

As a result of the creation of this new study group, the regu-
lar Lunch & Learn program will become a quarterly event for 
2018, so as not to overload our planning team and our at-
tendees.  

Our next Lunch & Learn program is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 4th, following worship. We will hear from Rev. Lora 
Burge, whom we commissioned as part of the Presbyterian 
Peacemaking Fellowship in January to respond to a plea for 
help in Honduras where fraudulent elections were held in 
November under a largely violent militarized state of op-
pression and repression and justice seekers are particularly 
at risk. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact 
Pastor Shawna, Pastor Sarah, or a member of the Lunch & 
Learn planning team: Beth Farias, Teresa Groat, Megan 
Keller, Paul Madsen, and Emily Sutton.  
             —Emily Sutton 
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Lunch and Learn Re-cap 

In January, our topic was “How do we work for the pro-
tection of refugees and asylum seekers?” We welcomed 
guest speakers Brent Holman-Gomez and Eking Bassey. 

Brent joined us as a representative of 
JFON (Justice For Our Neighbors), a na-
tional organization  founded in 1999, 
providing education, advocacy, financial 
and legal aid to those working through 
the process of becoming U.S. citizens.  

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) spon-
sors this program, working in 27 “clinics”  or intake sites 
in several regions of the United States.  

JFON was created to respond to complicated immigration 
regulations arising from the Immigration Reform Act of 
1996. The events of September 11, 2001 and the Patriot 
Act have worsened the situation, causing many delays in 
existing and new applications and increasing the number 
of deportation orders. 

Our second speaker, Eking Bassey, a native of Nigeria, shared 
his story of having to leave his family, his job as a broadcast 
journalist, and everything familiar to come to America to 
escape risk of death due to his sexual orientation.  

His inspiration has come from the poem by Emma Lazarus 
inscribed at the base of the Statue of Liberty: 

The New Colossus 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she 
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 
          —Emma Lazarus, November 2, 1883 
With the help he received from JFON, he has found a place 
to live and a job. He still misses his family terribly, espe-
cially going to church at Christmas, and spending time 
with his nephew. But, he's is grateful to be in a place where 
he can be free to live his life, and is enjoying getting to 
know his adopted home. Chicago is a sanctuary city, which 
means we do not notify or work with immigration control 
to deport people who are here seeking sanctuary.  
                     —Emily Sutton 

Join us for after Worship the 
last Sunday of the month to 
help prepare a meal for The 
Night Ministry.  

For the winter/cold season, 
we make sandwiches and 
bag cookies, to go with fruit 
and hot soup or chili, that 
we serve the homeless and 
hungry in Uptown alongside 
the Health Outreach Bus. 
Donations of peanut butter 
& jelly, sandwich size zip-loc 
bags, plastic shopping bags 
and cookies are welcome! 

If you are interested in serv-
ing a meal with the Health 
Outreach Bus, contact Emily 
Sutton at 847-373-8419 or 
sutgrp@gmail.com.  

For more information about 
The Night Ministry, visit:  
www.thenightministry.org 

Night Ministry  
2018 Health Outreach 
Bus Schedule:  

Sunday, January 28 

Sunday, February 25 

Sunday, March 25 

Sunday, April 29 

Sunday, May 27  

Sunday, June 24  

Sunday, July 29 

Sunday, August 26 

Sunday, September 30 

Sunday, October 28  

Sunday, November 25 

Meals at The CRIB 
In addition to meals with the 
Health Outreach Bus, we also 
prepare and serve a small 
family-style meal to 20-25 
young adults, many who!  

                       (cont. on page 4)

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
http://www.thenightministry.org
http://www.thenightministry.org
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WHY	NOT	
All	that	my	grandmother	
wanted	to	eat	in	her	last	days	
was	pie	-	pecan	pie.	As	if	she	
could	concentrate	flavor	
through	tas:ng	enough	:mes	
-	dis:lling	the	joy.	Brown	sug-
ar	nu=ness	sweet	slightly	
crunchy	in	small	metal	pie	:ns	
store	bought.	We	let	her	buy	
them,	who	needs	peas	and	
carrots,	when	packing	a	picnic	
for	God?			
																								!"#$%&'()*(%+#,-. 	

Lent (continued from page 1) 

Here’s our Lenten Schedule:   

February 14th!~ Ashes-To-Go!6:00AM-6:00PM  

Ash!Wednesday!Worship & Communion!7:00PM  

February 18th!~ 1st!Sunday!of Lent ~ Worship & Com -
munion!10:00AM  

(Followed by Annual Meeting and Potluck!) 

February 21st!~ Midweek Gathering!7:00PM  

February 25th!~ 2nd!Sunday!of Lent ~ Worship & Com -
munion!10:00AM  

February 28th!~ Midweek Gathering!7:00PM  

March 4th!~ 3rd!Sunday!of Lent ~ Worship & Commu -
nion!10:00AM  

March 7th!~ Midweek Gathering!7:00PM  

March 11th!~ 4th!Sunday!of Lent ~ Worship & Commu -
nion!10:00AM  

March 14th!~ Midweek Gathering!7:00PM  

March 18th!~ 5th!Sunday!of Lent ~ Worship & Commu -
nion!10:00AM  

March 21st!~ Midweek Gathering!7:00PM  

March 25th!~ Palm!Sunday  

March 29th!~ Maundy!Thursday!Dinner & Worship in the 
Garden!7:00PM  

March 30th!~ Good!Friday!Self-Guided 
Meditation!10:00AM – 6:00PM  

Good!Friday!Worship & Guided Meditation!7:00PM  

March 31st!~ Transforming our Worship Space for 
Easter!10AM – 12PM  
                      —Rev. Shawna 

Friendship Commissions Rev. Lora Burge 

On Sunday, Jan-
uary 21st, the 
congregation 
commissioned 
Rev. Lora Burge 
as a member of 
an Emergency 
Ecumenical  
Faith Delegation  
to Honduras. A 
plea for help 
and witness                        
(cont. on page 6) 

Meals at The CRIB (continued 
from page 3) 

identify as LGBTQ at The 
CRIB, an overnight shelter 
housed at the Lake View 
Lutheran Church. 

2018 Crib Dinner 
Schedule:         
Saturday, January 27 

Saturday, February 24 

Saturday, March 24 

Saturday, April 21 

Saturday, May 19 

Saturday, June 23 

Saturday, July 14 

Saturday, August 18 

Saturday, September 22 

Saturday, October 27 

Saturday, November 24 

Saturday, December 29 

If you’d like to help by sup-
plying food, or serving it at 
The Crib, talk to Kathy Stear 
at: 773-631-6685. 

For more information visit: 
www.thenightministry.org

http://www.thenightministry.org
http://www.thenightministry.org


Volume 9  Issue 1 5 January/February 2018

This YearÕs Toast 

(But Not Us!) 

Another year is suddenly here 
And this one’s almost done, 
But we still need love to succeed 
And peace for everyone! 
               —Paul Madsen, 12/1/17 

Waking in the Dark 

Before the sun begins to  
     make its mark  
          on life, 
Trying to unwind and clear a  
     cluttered mind 
          after the strife; 
Looking for some space,  
     and perhaps a quiet place  
          to spend some time 
Settling in that spot  
     knowing, for a while,  
          that might be  
               all I’ve got  
     that I can call mine, 
And for that little while  
     I can try to find a smile  
          among the frowns, 
Dreaming of a brighter light  
     and how the world might be  
          with peace all around. 

        —Paul Madsen, 12/1/17 

Thank You for  
Making Our  
Holidays Bright! 

Our 2017 holiday  
season was wonderful 
because of you! 

The holidays are a spe-
cial time at Association 
House. It’s when we take 
a moment and reflect on 
the core needs of our community. For the 6,000 individuals 
we directly serve, who work hard with our professional staff 
to better their health & wellness, educational, and economic 
circumstances, we want to give back and reward them for 
their efforts. 

We are so thankful to all of our supporters who listen to our 
message, and respond with overwhelming generosity. Your 
in-kind gifts of toys, games, gift cards and clothing go much 
further than you might realize. Your contributions and sup-
port give parents the dignity to make Christmas a reality for 
their families, give chil-
dren reliably happy mo-
ments in their childhoods, 
and supply our partici-
pants with hope - so that 
they may continue to work 
hard towards bettering 
their lives. 

Your Passion 

Dozens of supporters pro-
vided more than 1,000 gifts to over 300 
children throughout our community - ensur-
ing Christmas for our families. 

Our Neighbors 

For more than a decade the University of 
Dayton Chicago Alumni volunteers have 
created an annual holiday playground for 
hundreds of local children. 

Their Joy 

Our foster care and biological families plan 
throughout the year to provide the best homes possible for 
hundreds of deserving children.  
Holiday Roll Call - Our 2017 Supporters! Our Sincerest Appreciation:
BMO Harris Bank employees, including: (Board member, Cynthia Ullrich & team; 
Auxiliary member, Amanda Trinidad & the Latino Alliance),  
Friendship Presbyterian Church; Building Blocks Toy Store; Deerpath 
Middle School - Lake Forest, IL, Rickover Naval Academy, Community Pres-
byterian Church - Clarendon Hills, Mayfair Presbyterian Church, Board Member, 
Tadd Ingles, and his family & friends, Wellcare Illinois, Our friend of the House, 
Charlie Rizzo & Skyline Design, Juan & Yvette Elias, and the Elias Strategy Group.
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Presbytery of Chicago, December 2, 2017 
The Presbytery of Chicago assembled for worship and work 
on Saturday, December 2 at Second Presbyterian Church of 
Chicago. 

Vision 
Next Ministries 

Rev. Michael Miller, Jr. presented to the assembly the vision 
of Next Ministries. The vision for this new church develop-
ment is focused on making disciples for Jesus Christ, 
equipping them to do the work of ministry, and sending 
them out into the world. Next Ministries will be active in 
the Bronzeville, Bridgeport, Chinatown, and South Loop ar-
eas with partners stretching across Lake, Cook, and DuPage 
counties. 

Relationships 

• Rev. Paige Stephan, Chaplain at Rush University Medical 
Center, was elected to serve as Moderator Elect of the 
Presbytery Assembly. 

• CPM recognized Joel Lynn as a new Candidate for Min-
istry. Joel is a member of Knox Presbyterian Church in 
Naperville, IL. 

• Mission Co-workers Rev. Kurt Esslinger and Hyeyong Lee 
were present to share about their work in South Korea 
over lunch. Email if you are interested in having Kurt and 
Hyeyong speak with your church or see what they are up 
to on their blog. 

• Second Presbyterian Church is celebrating their 175th 
year of ministry. 

• COM Region groups met and discussed interfaith en-
gagement in our communities, as well as, how we will 
welcome our new Executive Presbyter, Rev. Sue Krummel, 
in January 2018. 

Ministry 
Gift from the Synod of Lincoln Trails 

Synod Executive Rev. Sara Dingman joined us at assembly 
with glad tidings, and an undesignated gift for $10,000 for 
the presbytery to use as we see fit. 

Giving 

Thank you for your generous offerings during assembly. As 
a group, we collected $1,845.50 for the Christmas Joy Of-
fering and $38.65 for Cents-Ability. 

Our Common Ministry 

December 2017, Issue 34, Volume 4 

Our Common Ministry is now available to read online using 
your computer, tablet, or smart phone, or you can down-
load and print it out. Churches will receive copies in the 
mail. 

         (continued on p. 7) 

A Note to Share… 

Hi Emily,  

Happy New Year! How are 
you? How is Marilyn and the 
rest of the ladies! 

Hope all is well. I’m still work-
ing full time at ACS and bal-
ancing life with two little ones 
now — Gracie and Kai Marie. 

I also wanted to share a very 
sweet card with you that I 
received from Wendy who is 
a nurse at St Joseph Hospital. 
I give her many of the breast 
pillows the ladies make and 
she is very grateful and 
wanted to send a thank you 
card that reads: 

“Please thank the ladies 
who provide us with such 
lovely breast pillows and 
wish them a Happy New 
Year for us. 

Patients are so happy to 
pick one out after surgery. 
The feeling of tender love 
and care cannot be mea-
sured. So amazing to see. 
Thank you again. Take care 
–- Wendy” 

Just wanted to share that 
with you and hope you can 
pass it along to Marilyn and 
the other ladies for me. 

Jessica 

Jessica Smith, BS | Health Sys-
tems Manager, Hospitals
North Central Region | American 
Cancer Society, Inc.
                      



Volume 9  Issue 1 7 January/February 2018

Presbytery of Chicago (continued from page 6) 

Structure 

• Report from the Litigation Task Force was received. 

• Elected General Assembly Commissioners 

Teaching Elders 

Rev. Barbara Cathey - Chicago, Edgewater 

Rev. Ken Hockenberry - Skokie, Carter-Westminster 

Rev. Michael Kirby - Evanston, Northminster 

Ruling Elders 

Mr. David Myles - Chicago, Sixth-Grace 

Ms. Kris Veenbaas - Clarendon Hills 

Ms. Sandy Zeles - Downers Grove, St. Luke 

YAAD 

Lynne Santos - Chicago, Fourth 

• The new Manual of Operations was approved. 

• 2018 Budget was received for a first reading. 

We are ever thankful for the work of those who planned and 
hosted this assembly meeting. Thank you to Presbytery Coor-
dinating Commission and the staff Second Presbyterian 
Church of Chicago.  

Friendship Commissions Rev. Lora Burge (continued from page 4) 

came from Honduras to the worldwide faith community, due 
to the distress of the people over fraudulent elections, pro-
testers and those working for social justice risking death, and 
the control of the media that has isolated the citizens in a 
mostly militarized state.  

Here is Lora’s post from the Presbyterian Peacekeeping Fel-
lowship blog: 

By Lora Burge on Jan 21, 2018 

In 2005, I had the chance to visit the tomb of Monseñor Arch-
bishop Romero at the Metropolitan Cathedral in San Salvador 
and sit and pray in the chapel at the hospital where the Mon-
señor was presiding over mass when he was assassinated in 
1980. We were visiting around the 25th anniversary of his 
martyrdom and at least a decade has since passed. He was 
killed for presiding, advocating, preaching, demanding pub-
licly that the violence and repression and killings stop and 
that peace and the causes of justice take their place. As a 
long-time student of the region and now clergy, Romero’s wit-
ness and example have long challenged and inspired me.! 

And many other names should be spoken too: Martin Luther 
King, Jr, Father Stan Rother, Ita Ford, Maura Clark, Jean Dono-
van, Dorothy Kazel. Father Rutilio Grande. There are so many 
to name. These are just a few whose stories have influenced 
and formed my work. These people teach me that it is risky  
              (continued next column) 

Lora Burge (cont. from left column) 

around the world to preach 
the truth, demand justice, and 
speak truth to power.  

It’s been many years since I’ve 
traveled in Central America. 
My accompaniment and part-
nership work focuses mostly 
on Colombia now. A few 
weeks ago I got an email from 
a Jesuit priest in Honduras 
and some of his partner orga-
nizations that I could not ig-
nore: Come. Come to Hon-
duras. We need your pres-
ence, your eyes and ears. We 
need faith leaders and the 
world to pay attention.! The 
presidential inauguration is 
coming up and we don’t know 
what will happen. 

Indeed, the priest and many 
Hondurans have been hard at 
work defending the people 
and the causes of justice 
since last November’s fraudu-
lent presidential election and 
long before that. I had been 
watching the news since the 
Honduran presidential elec-
tion with anger and a broken 
heart.!A country that had 
been struggling to move for-
ward saw further violent re-
pression and harsh response 
from the government towards 
citizens who dare to call for 
justice and transparency.! ! 

“We need you to organize del-
egations that come to accom-
pany us, to witness what is 
happening here and to share 
it with the world. Together we 
can make a difference.”  

So, it is to accompany and to 
witness that I and forty other 
faith leaders from North and 
South America will be travel-
ing to Honduras next week.! 
Many Hondurans have long 

                     (continued on p. 9)                 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Whitman on What Makes  
Life Worth Living 
“Do you need a prod?” the poet Mary 
Oliver asked in her sublime medita-
tion on living with maximal alive-
ness. “Do you need a little darkness 
to get you going?” A paralytic prod 
descended upon Walt Whitman (May 
31, 1819–March 26, 1892) in his 
fifty-third year when a stroke left 
him severely disabled. It is a peculiar kind of darkness to be 
so violently exiled from one’s own body — a cascade of ex-
iles, for it forced Whitman to leave his home in Washington, 
where he had settled after his noble work as a volunteer 
nurse in the Civil War that first taught him about the con-
nection between the body and the spirit, and move in with 
his brother in New Jersey. Still, he kept reaching for the light 
as he slowly regained corporeal agency — a partial recovery 
he attributed wholly to being “daily in the open air,” among 
the trees and under the stars. 

But as his body healed, the experience had permanently im-
printed his mind with a new consciousness. Like all of our 
unexpected brushes with mortality, the stroke had thrust 
into his lap a ledger and demanded that he account for his 
life — for who he is, what he stands for, what he has done 
for the world and how he wishes to be remembered by it. As 
nature nursed him back to life in her embrace, Whitman 
found himself reflecting on the most elemental questions of 
existence — what makes a life worth living, worth remem-
bering? He recorded these reflections in Specimen Days 
(public library) — the sublime collection of prose fragments, 
letters, and journal entries that gave us Whitman on the  
wisdom of trees and music as the profoundest expression of 
nature. 

Writing to a German friend on his own sixty-fourth birthday, 
ten years after his paralytic stroke, Whitman reflects on 
what the limitations of living in a disabled body have taught 
him about the meaning of a full life: 

“From to-day I enter upon my 64th year. The paralysis that 
first affected me nearly ten years ago, has since remain’d, 
with varying course — seems to have settled quietly down, 
and will probably continue. I easily tire, am very clumsy, 
cannot walk far; but my spirits are first-rate. I go around in 
public almost every day — now and then take long trips, by 
railroad or boat, hundreds of miles — live largely in the 
open air — am sunburnt and stout, (weigh 190) — keep up 
my activity and interest in life, people, progress, and the 
questions of the day. About two-thirds of the time I am quite 
comfortable. What mentality I ever had remains entirely un-
affected; though physically I am a half-paralytic, and likely 
to be so, long as I live. But the principal object of my life  
       (continued on p. 9)

“What Do I Have?”  
What do I have, Lord, that you 
would need me as a servant?  

Eyes, he said,  

To see the beauty in all that 
I’ve made—  

And my children as they 
travel life’s highway.  

Hands, he said,  

To reach out and touch hurt-
ing souls,  

To give a hug or encouraging 
pat on the back.  

Feet, he said,  

To lead my children through 
this world of strife  

And to help them run from 
sin and follow me.  

Mouth, he said,  

To life up your voice and 
sing praises to me  

So others may hear the joy in 
your heart.  

Ears, he said,  

To listen to my still, small 
voice of love  

And to hear my children 
when they cry for help.  

Heart, he said,  

So you may know the full 
love of my Spirit  

And love my children as I 
have loved you.  

                         —Thomas Butler  

   It was Palm Sunday and, be-
cause of a sore throat, five-year-
old Johnny stayed home from 
church with a sitter.  When the 
family returned home, they were 
carrying several palm branches.  
The boy asked what they were 
for.  “People waved them over 
Jesus' head as he walked by." 
   “Wouldn’t you know it," the 
boy fumed, “The one Sunday I 
don’t go, he shows up!"

https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=15bdab2a28&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=52f6857c70&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=4025b0f34d&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=c092eaaeae&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=ace12a6e43&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=15bdab2a28&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=52f6857c70&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=4025b0f34d&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=c092eaaeae&e=22a5f6d265
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Whitman (continued from page 8) 

seems to have been accomplish’d — I have the most devoted 
and ardent of friends, and affectionate relatives — and of en-
emies I really make no account.” 

Above all, however, Whitman found vitality in the natural 
world — in what he so poetically called “the bracing and 
buoyant equilibrium of concrete outdoor Nature, the only 
permanent reliance for sanity of book or human life.” Looking 
back on what most helped him return to life after the stroke, 
Whitman echoes Seneca’s wisdom on calibrating our expecta-
tions for contentment and writes: 

“The trick is, I find, to tone your wants and tastes low down 
enough, and make much of negatives, and of mere daylight 
and the skies. 

[…] 

After you have exhausted what there is in business, politics, 
conviviality, love, and so on — have found that none of these 
finally satisfy, or permanently wear — what remains? Nature 
remains; to bring out from their torpid recesses, the affinities 
of a man or woman with the open air, the trees, fields, the 
changes of seasons — the sun by day and the stars of heaven 
by night.” 

Specimen Days remains a kind of secular 
bible for the thinking, feeling human be-
ing. Complement this particular fragment 
with Dostoyevsky’s dream about the 
meaning of life, Tolstoy on finding mean-
ing when life seems meaningless, and the 
forgotten genius Alice James — William 
and Henry James’s brilliant sister — on 
how to live fully while dying, then revisit 

Whitman on why literature is central to democracy and his 
timeless advice on living a vibrant and rewarding life. 

--from Brain Pickings, 12/31/17, brainpickings.org 

Lora Burge (continued from page 7) 

committed to the important causes of peacemaking and jus-
tice. Recently, this has meant greater risk, violence, and about 
thirty deaths in the post-election violence. The Jesuit father 
who wrote us has been receiving death threats. A radio station 
he works with sabotaged and its transmission tower destroyed 
since the election. We cannot ignore this critical moment. Sim-
ilar to the accompaniment we do in Colombia, we go hoping 
that the work we do together will have a better chance of suc-
ceeding with all people remaining safe in the process. 

We go to accompany. We go to listen and bring back stories 
that have been silenced. We go to witness and stand beside. 

Keep the people of Honduras in your hearts and prayers, and 
all others struggling for peace and justice in our world. 

AN IRISH FRIENDSHIP WISH  
May there always be work for your 
hands to do;   
May your purse always hold a coin 
or two;   
May the sun always shine on your 
windowpane;   
May a rainbow be certain to follow 
each rain;   
May the hand of a friend always be 
near you;   
May God fill your heart with glad-
ness to cheer you.    

Friend2Friend  
is a publication of:  

Friendship  
Presbyterian Church  
P.O. Box 311000,  
Chicago, IL 60631 

Office: 773-631-8262  
Email: ofc@fpcchicago.org 
Website: fpcchicago.org  

Editor: Emily Sutton,  
sutgrp@gmail.com 

Pastor: Rev. Shawna Bowman 
Office hours Tuesday thru 
Friday by appointment

First Friday Films 
@ 7pm  

@ the train station 
Friendship’s movie & discus-
sion series happens on the 
first Friday of the month. 

Unless otherwise noted, the 
audience level will be adult. 
Once a quarter we will have a 
family film, appropriate for 
children and so noted. 

Plan to join us on March 2 and 
April 6 for our next movies.
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https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=7f5bdb8f8c&e=22a5f6d26
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=af164b1c2d&e=22a5f6d265
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=6f90d31ace&e=22a5f6d265
https://brain
https://brainpickings.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d
http://brainpickings.org
mailto:ofc@fpcchicago.org
http://fpcchicago.org
mailto:sutgrp@gmail.com


Volume 9  Issue 1 10 January/February 2018

Question of the Month  
Question: Why are there so many religions? Do all religions 
lead to God?      

Answer:  The existence of so many religions and the claim that 
all religions lead to God without question confuses many who 
are earnestly seeking the truth about God, with the end result 
sometimes being that some despair of ever reaching the abso-
lute truth on the subject. Or they end up embracing the univer-
salist claim that all religions lead to God. Of Course, skeptics 
also point to the existence of so many religions as proof that 
either you cannot know God or that God simply does not exist.  

Romans 1:19-21 contains the biblical explanation for why there 
are so many religions. The truth of God is seen and known by 
every human being because God has made it so. Instead of ac-
cepting the truth about God and submitting to it, most human 
beings reject it and seek their own way to understand God. But 
this leads not to enlightenment regarding God, but to futility of 
thinking. Here is where we find the basis of the “many reli-
gions.”  

Many people do not want to believe in a God who demands 
righteousness and morality, so they invent a God who makes no 
such requirements. Many people do not want to believe in a 
God who declares it impossible for people to earn their own 
way to heaven. So they invent a God who accepts people into 
heaven if they have completed certain steps, followed certain 
rules, and/or obeyed certain laws, at least to the best of their 
ability. Many people do not want relationship with a God who is 
sovereign and omnipotent. So they imagine God as being more 
of a mystical force than a personal and sovereign ruler.  

The existence of so many religions is not an argument against 
God’s existence or an argument that truth about God is not 
clear. Rather, the existence of so many religions is demonstra-
tion of humanity’s rejection of the one true God. Mankind has 
replaced Him with gods that are more to their liking. This is a 
dangerous enterprise. The desire to recreate God in our own 
image comes from the sin nature within us “a nature that will 
eventually “reap destruction” (Galatians 6:7-8).  

Do all religions lead to God? No. All people—religious or other-
wise—will stand before God some day (Hebrews 9:27), but reli-
gious affiliation is not what determines your eternal destiny. 
Only faith in Jesus Christ will save. “Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have 
life” (1 John 5:12). It’s as simple as that. Only Christianity—
faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ—leads to God’s forgiveness and 
eternal life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through the Son (John 14:6). It does 
make a difference what you believe. The 
decision to embrace the truth about Jesus 
Christ is important. Eternity is an awfully 
long time to be wrong.  

Special Dates Coming Up  

Ash Wednesday            02/14  

Valentine’s Day             02/14  

First Sunday in Lent     02/18  

Presidents Day             02/19  

Second Sunday in Lent 02/25  

World Day of Prayer     03/02  

Third Sunday in Lent    03/04  

Fourth Sunday in Lent  03/11  

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
        03/11  

Fifth Sunday in Lent     03/18  

First Day of Spring       03/20  

Palm/Passion Sunday   03/25  

Maundy Thursday        03/29  

Good Friday                  03/30  

African-American History 
Month (Feb)  

Christian Symbol  
Birds became prominent in 
Christian art during the Me-
dieval and Renaissance eras.  

The lark came  
to symbolize  
the humility of the 
priesthood be-cause 
if flies high and sings  
only when flying upward.  
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The Limited Power of Ashes  
“The cross, with which the ashes are traced 
upon us, is the sign of Christ’s victory over 
death,” wrote Thomas Merton. “The words 
‘Remember that thou art dust and that to 
dust thou shalt return’ are not to be taken 
as the quasi-form of a kind of ‘sacrament of 
death’ … It might be good stoicism to re-
ceive a mere reminder of our condemnation to die, but it is 
not Christianity.”  

Perhaps we should structure Ash Wednesday worship with 
the imposition of ashes early on. Then their dusty symbolism 
can be supplanted by the forgiveness-flavored bread and wine 
of Holy Communion. Yet even if the service you attend is laid 
out differently, remember that ashes mark you only tem-
porarily. Jesus’ resurrection—and the empty cross of victo-
ry—assures you already of everlasting life, which begins now. 

10 Biblical Ways to Love 

1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening—
that is folly and shame” (Proverbs 18:13).  

2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry” (James 1:19).  

3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without 
sparing” (Proverbs 21:26).  

4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for 
you” (Colossians 1:9).  

5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace 
and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife” (Proverbs 
17:1).  

6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect the mature body of … 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).  

7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grum-
bling or arguing” (Philippians 2:14).  

8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, al-ways 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7).  

9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord for-gave 
you” (Colossians 3:13).  

10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree 
of life” (Proverbs 13:12).  
          —From various websites, all Scriptures NIV  

Quotables  
“Love doesn’t make the world 
go round. Love is what makes 
the ride worthwhile.”  
  —Franklin P. Jones  

“Education is the ability to 
listen to almost anything 
without losing your temper 
or your self-confidence.”  
       —Robert Frost  

To Know God,  
Love Thy Neighbor  

If anyone says, “I love God.” 
and hates his brother, he is 
liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has 
seen, cannot love God whom 
he has not seen. 1 John 4:21  

The Temple of  
Community  
Suppose you considered your 
neighborhood to be your 
temple—how would you treat 
your temple and what would 
your spiritual task be there?  
                        —Jack Kornfield  

Bible Quiz  

Paul declares that nothing 
“will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Which of the follow-ing does 
Paul specify as unable to 
block God’s love?   

A. Death; life  

B. Angels; demons  

C. Present; future  

D. Height; depth  

E. All of the above  

Answer: E (See Romans 8:38-39) 

New Address: 

Cassandra Intagliata  
9240 Gross Point Rd. #205  
Skokie, IL 60077 
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Community Prayers 

Prayers for healing and strength for 
Velma & Ray, Mickey Leavy and 
prayers for her family;  for Mark Rin-
nan’s mom who fell and broke her 
jaw; for Cal as he recovers from hip 
surgery; for Marie recovering from 
cancer surgery; for Nancy; for Marie 
going through a difficult divorce; for 
Michael Shope suffering from arthritis; Sylvia’s daughter fac-
ing major health problems; Jeanine who dislocated a shoulder; 
for Mark Cramer experiencing bleeding in his eye, and for 
Josh. 

We offer prayers of comfort for Cassandra on the passing of 
her brother; for those who are far from family; Brian Peterson -  
lost his child and the mother to the state; and for friends & 
family of Diane on her passing. 

Our joys include: Getting together with High School friends; 
Shirley Vogt’s attendance at Bible Study; Jim’s visit to Faro, 
who is his usual jovial self; gladness that the University of Illi-
nois hospital has recognized and is treating homelessness as a 
disease and are providing housing; birthdays; Jennifer Cray’s 
continued re-hab and her vacation with her boyfriend: and 
R.J.’s visit. 

Prayers of gratitude for friends who invite us into things we 
don’t know how to do.  

We hold in our prayers our members and friends who are not 
able to be with us, including Maria, Shirley, Greta, Faro and Di-
ane; Stephen’s mom, diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and moving 
into a nursing facility; displaced Rohingas and refugees 
throughout the world. 

We give thanks for Rev. Lora Burge who is grateful to have 
gone to Honduras as a representative of the Presbyterian 
Peacekeeping Commission and grateful to be back, while 
heartbroken at the situation there which is highly militarized, 
and for the people of Honduras who are enduring oppression, 
repression, and risk of death for standing up for justice. We 
pray for God’s presence with Hondurans and people elsewhere 
in the world who are enduring these kinds of threats. 

Our prayers continue for Mila, Owen, Mick, Luellen, and Phyl-
lis; for Stephen’s mom; for family members experiencing men-
tal crises and the stress caused: continued healing for Jeanine. 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving and gratitude for caregivers; 
for volunteers; for aid workers and for everyday people who 
do what they can or feel called to to help others in need. 

We give thanks for all the “clay sculptures” who participated in 
a new worship experiment, and for the Friendship community, 
where creative worship is treasured, and for Kathy’s ability and 
willingness to step in for Josh. 

Narrative Lectionary  
February/March 2018 

Feb. 4:   Woman at the Well  
    John 4:1-42  
    Psalm 42:1-3 

Feb. 11: The Man Born Blind  
  John 9:1-41  
 Psalm 27:1-4 

Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday  
 The Good Shepherd 
 John 10:1-18 
 Psalm 23 

Feb. 18: Jesus Raises Lazarus  
    John 11:1-44  
    Psalm 104:27-30 

Feb. 25:  Jesus Washes Feet 
    John 13:1-17  
    Psalm 51:7-12 

Mar. 4:   Peter’s Denial  
    John 18:12-27  
    Psalm 17:1-7 

Mar. 11: Jesus and Pilate 
    John 18:28-40  
    Psalm 145:10-13 

Mar. 18: Jesus Condemned 
    John 19:1-16a  
    Psalm 146 

Mar. 25: Palm/Passion  
    Sunday  
    The Crucified  
    Messiah 
    John 19:16b-22  
    Psalm 24 

Mar. 29: Maundy Thursday  
    Jesus’ Last Words  
    John 19:23-30  
    Psalm 26:3 

Mar. 30: Good Friday  
    Jesus the Passover  
    Lamb 
    John 19:23-30  
    Psalm 26:3 

Apr. 1:    Easter 
    Resurrection 

    John 20:1-18  
    Psalm 118:21-29


